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THE BICENTENNIAL YEAR 

Methodists who work in ecumenical groups are often asked about 
Sve l^St and piaotl ° e jf church. The ilprision that ve“r^uSy 
ST,, 1 itat an OIdln aiy. normal church, without any special character 

of our own. The Bicentennial year gives us a chance to study TurVootoboth 
the Wesleyan and the American historical. 9 b0th 

Members of our churches are interested in the history of our church Con- 
ference, and local churches. This interest was shown in the su^ess^ the 
Annual Meeting of our Hletorlcal and Archival Sccle^. ATnaTTycfl^ 
t he att endance was in excess cf 182 people, and over a o«c™° 

*?* reprMented - »o oan be confident of a gxouln^intereat 
In the Bicentennial as the year moves on. ^ interest 

Tnno ca+k 6 xP ® v ® nts of varied interest taking place in our Conference. On 
June 24th, the Tabernacle at Bt. Tabor will be used for a Screed the 

ShlT^ ^ S0Clal eVent ^ the l 86 o ’s« Dr. Robert Simpson Sill 

LtSht ySirss: sssr 

KS£ ssasss*» , «=ftw 

theme^n 3 , 68 ? 1 ^ ° f th ® Conference will have the Bicentennial as a 

S# HSKSS S&-3 - 

varicus £&*?.£££ * Vl3it th ° 

aSSSs s r 1 

Odd Br. Kenneth Roto. °° ntain artloles * "*• Robert Simpson 

- - ssttr. ssassrrs 

=« irSSF «= - In 

Eugene W. Foote 


Published twice yearly in the Spring and Fall by the Commission. 

Correspondence should be directed to the Editor: Dr. Kenneth E. Rowe, Drew University Library, Madison, N. J, 07940 
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IS YOUR CHURCH THE OLDEST? 


According to the records of Northern N. J. Conference, eleven of our 
phurches were meeting before the 1784 Christmas Conference in Baltimore. 
The Woodbridge United Methodist Church holds the record in our Conference 
as the oldest. Meetings were held as early as 1740, 


of churches had organized, elected trustees and started to 
1800 * The Flander3 United Methodist Church organized in 
17S9 and holds the record in this category. 

of worchi^ "oldest church" is the age of the present building 

* ^ f th ® early chuiches were sold or demolished and then 

We believe that the Stockholm United Methodist Church is our 
oldest church building where since 1826 the congregation is still worchip- 


Mrs. Barbara B. Tomlin, 35 Wolf Hill Drive, Warren, N. J. 07060 is 

ohScThSn^ 3 thlrd . cate S oi y* She appreciate any information your 
oSL^S T ° n ° ld buildin € s still existing such as parsonages, 
hS^Sd h and SVen h ° meS ° f members where hlst °nc events may hS^ 


WCAL CHURCH HISTORIES 

Each year we recognize excellent 
church histories which are published. 

The winners for 1982 histories were 
announced at the Annual Meeting in 
January, 

First place - Hope United Methodist 
Church. 

Second place Hackettstown United 
Methodist Church. 

1983 Churoh History Awards will be 
made at the June 1984 Annual Confer- 
ence. 

We encourage you to write your church 
history. Surely there is someone in 
your congregation that has the inter- 
est and the talent. New churches have 
history to record as well as the older 
churches. Histories published by 
churches should be forwarded to Dr. 
Kenneth E. Rowe, Methodist Librarian, 
Drew University, Madison, N.J. 07940. 
These copies are kept for reference 
and are used to make the award selec- 
tions. 


NORTHERN N. J. PUBLICATION-1984 

This new publication will in- 
clude the Thomas Morrell Journal, 
late 1700 to 1830 by Dr. Robert D. 
Simpson and Maverick Strains in 
Methodism by Dr. Kenneth Rowe. 

1984 members of the Archival Soci- 
ety will receive this jou rnal as a 
benefit of membership. Extra copies 
will be offered at a reasonable 
price. 


CELEBRATING A MAJOR PUBLISHING EVENT 

Our own Dr • Robert D. Simpson 
has written and transcribed the 
journals for "American Methodist 
Pioneer, the Life & Journals of the 
Rev. Freeborn Garrettson, 1752-1827." 

We recommend this publication’ 
or your reading pleasure in this year 
of American Methodism celebration. 
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REPORTS OF THE ANNUAL MEETING WORKSHOPS AND PROGRAM 

The Annual Meeting of the Society was held on January 15, 1984, A high- 
light of the program was *A Visit From Susanna Wesley," presented by Mrs. 

Weslei 7 h W +“ S ? n * + ? Sh ! p0rtrayed not only the Personality of Susanna 
children^ Ut 8180 thought ^ the metho< * that formed her and her many 

all h of e t£ of the Annual Meeting. Reports on 

all of them will be presented in the Circuit Writer. Four are presented here. 

Workshop 3 Tfte Heritage of Wom e n in Methodism - Dr. Carolyn DeSwarte Gifford 

^ll lial H aV S labl6 - A tTO volu “ sst 13 '»«”“ K® SriL" 

?* Keller » H * Thomas and L. Queen) Abingdon, 1981, 1982. A studv 

Ce^+2 b ^ t e raay be reprinted. Three booklets available at the Archives 

The^fhtfn a ’ l>0 u t Wesley » Maiy McLeod Bethune, and Frances E. Willard 

The Bibliography written by Dr. Kenneth Rowe is an excellent resource. 

One Audio Visual is available! "The Deaconess Story" which is about the 
deaconess movement in our country. aDout the 

Dr. Gifford requests that any Information about women who are present! v 
serving or have served the church be sent to her. Oral hLsSrS STS? 7 
corned. She may be reached at (201) 822-2787 or 822-28 26 This is 
th. funding for the Woman's Hi^tori PxoJeS is fiSef ^ SS5 STubE 

*”* Sh ° P 4 P °" ar °£ «Whl° in the Meth o dist Hovement - Dr. Anthony Godlefski 

aiSS.S 1 swa ssRsa 

fSrhis U heSt rl °n’ “ h ° > 'J s k creatlv « Hked fun, wrote about 9,000 hymns 

for persons' hiirte ""’w °i John Bes:Ley an4 those “ho followed him reached 

P rsons hearts. Wesleyan hymns were distinctive in that they werei 

1 . Per sonal Examples are #1,"0 for a Thousand Tongues" with its mauv Per- 

sonal pronouns , and #126 " J esus , Lover of My Soul" . 

2. I nvitational #102 "Come, Sinners, to the Gospel Feast" is typical in 

its use of the word "all". s ^icax ln 

3. gj Allea-l #388 "Hark the Herald Angels Sing" and #360 "Come Thou Long- 

Expected Jesus" are examples. ^ 

4> -fiasaonal #439 "Christ the Lord is Bisen Today" is an example. 

Workshop 5 Recapturing History Through Oral Records - Rev. Thomas T ralnor 
In recovering oral records the thing to do is 'Listen*' Tait nri +, 

^ ^te 

SllftoS 0 the^Scte h ^U^ e Ifi^ co ^^ r that e "hi^ e ?hS th 

eve, oid^ sf^p star 


Workshops continued 


■Workshop 7 Worship in the Becentennlal Year - Rev, Fred D. Hoffman 

The reference to use is the Methodist Bicentennial Plan Book which 
contains plans for services throughout the year (Advent, Christmas, Alders 
gate, etc.) and a listing of resources for study (pp 57 - 94 ). Other refers 
ences are usually available through the minister. Some aret 

a. Robert Hunt-Bicentennial Moments 

b. Endless Line of Splendor-a history of Methodism 

c. Devotions and Prayers in the Life of John Wesley. 

d. K. Rowe-Bibliography. 

e. Selections of Messages from John Wesley/Francis Asbury 

f. John Wesley's Message for Today 

Audio- Visuals 

a. From the Word Go-Film on the history of the church, rental $25. 

b. Video on the Service at Lovely Lane 

c. TV Tapes The Gift of Song in America, 

Also the Bicentennial Resources Upsate sent to ministers. 

Next issue - We expect to review workshops 1 - 2 - 6 - & 8 


1984 Officers of the Trustees and 
the Historical & Archival Society. 
Northern N. J. Conference 

President-Rev. William T. Noll 
24 Montrose Ave,, Verona, N.J. 

07044 

Vice— Pres .-Mrs • Constance Brewer 
Secretary- Mrs. Alma Cap 
Treasurer- Conference Treasurer 

Appointments- 

Circuit Writer - Connie Brewer 
Bicentennial Coordinator- 

Eugene Foote 

Financial Secretary Louise Capron 
Membership - Edna Von Dreele 
Sales of Society Publications- 
Paul Spiecker 

The Trustees of the Historical and 
Archival Society meet at least four 
times a year. There are 24 elected mem- 
bers plus 4 ex-officio members. The 
meetings are scheduled at churches of 
historical interest or the Archives 
Center, Drew University. 


HISTORICAL & ARCHIVAL 
SOCIETY MEMBERSHIP 

Renew your membership or join for 
the first time. 

$10.00 per calendar year 
$100. for a life membership 


DATES TO REMEMBER 

June 2 at Annual Conference 

Drew University 

HISTORICAL PRESENTATION 

Tune 24th at Mount Tabor 

CAMP MEETING at the Tabernacle 
PICNIC during the afternoon 
Style of i860. 

January 13, 1985 ANNUAL MEETING 
of the HISTORICAL & ARCHIVAL 
SOCIETY, 


